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JOHN GEE meets Indon artist Bunga Jeruk who says she is not an animal lover
(espite her exhibition on the abuse of these creatures

T all started with o cal. Bungs
Jerik’s current exhibition with
thee thema of animal sbuse sprang
Iroim an incldent ona dicy when
shi started hor car and realised
shi haul run over something She
wns shockod (o discover that it
wins Cemot (Six), ane of her
alter’s beloved cais.

Ome of the frst things that the Indoneskan
artist told me whon I met hee was: T love
nnimals, bat I'm not an animal lover.” Sho
iy not dite an them, but after the
unfortunnte cat incldent, she begin to crontea
sitrlies of works showing how humans nbse
nnimnls,

She makes her paint gently: there are no
blood or innards ondisplay inher art
Somatimes, she has just takon the oodinary
and glven It twist. stehas in the chalrs
eovered with (ke antmal skin. Puiiing tails
o the sk ins ghves the viowor a litthe extrs
reminder thal they onos belonged o living
crontines,

1 sk her about another work that looks
very cheerful, alithough it shows coged birds:
Mwe Lnrpe hen chicks, coloured orangs,
yellow, green, red nnd blue.

She explains: “In Indonesia, there are
poopbe wha dye chicks bright colours to make
thein look more sttractive to chilidren, The
ohildren buy them o play with, The eoloor

aveniually disappears and they look like
other chickens. A lot just die soon afler
thaey re bought.” Nelithor the wendors nor the
children really glve much thooght (o them.

She emphasises she ks ot sugpesting that
Indoncsians are particularly cruel or
insensitive townrds animals, bui she does feal
that the issue ol how humans treat animaks
should be raised and Indonesia is the place
‘where she lives. Jeruk shows understanding
of popular attitdes evan w8 she eritictses
them: “Their own lves are haed, so they don't
thinkabout ithis."

That being the cose, what was the response
of the people who came to see her cxhibition
whin |1 wis shown recantly in Jogjakmrin?

It wis good, Everyone wrote comméenls
about it in thie book that was left oul. One
person wiote thit this was the first exhibition
he'd seen in Joglalortn whieh wasn's vialene
or sanry,”

That violence and “scariness” coms oot af
the pelitiesl situntion in Indonesia,

“In Indonesia now, pesple are froe o do
anything ln act, but oot of artists are talking
about Suharto and criticising him: They
coubdn’t do that before.” Their feelings about
thi Subario ern mre expressed forcefully,

She does not spaak 18 thiugh she s
deliberately takinga different artistic
direction, but as one who knows what sl
wants 1o do and does I, whidiver may ba

ocering arourud her. Jarulk was born in Sols,
in Javn, in 1972 Her father and sister wors
both writers, but from an sarly mge. she took
g pinting, She deew sneoarmgirmeni from
the exnmple of her grandmother, who wasa
Tatik nrtise, bast nlzo from her Gther's prokse.

“Hee was working In Landon fora while
und my sistor usaed to write to him. [ drow
pletures in the kettees and when my father
returned, e snid that 1 lod o real tabent for
are”

Jeruk stodied Pine art at Joglakaria’s
Intlonesian Institute of Art after Anishing
higgh school, graduating coen laue in 1566,
She became a professionnl painter and hee
paintings and sculptures hitve been exhibited
in 11 couniries beshdes het own,

Surprisingly, her work with scolpiure
only begin o couphe of years ago, With
disarming honesty. she says: “Tanly did itfor
fun it Tirst. My boyiriend does seulpture, and
I wantesd o try doing the sune thing.™

Looking nround her works as BungaJeruk
positions them, pondérs and thon repedltions
them, 1 see thit she's come a long way ins
very short time.

Binatang Animau is betng exhibited e
Scuiptiore Squeare, 155, Middle Road,
from Alig o Sept
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